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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Shively (US 5857,209) in view of Buis et al. (Buis) (US 6,631,007). 

With regard to claim 1 , Shively discloses a method for formatting a document 
having individual pages in preparation for printing the individual pages, on a media 
sheet (col 3, line 66 - col 4, line 1 ), the method comprising: storing the individual pages 
of the document in a data file (col 4, lines 1-7); creating an imposition description file 
defined by a user (col 4, lines 45-48); creating an imposition plan based on the 
imposition description file (col 4, lines 45-57); creating an ordered set having multiple 
positions (col 4, lines 45-57); assigning the individual pages of the document to the 
positions of the ordered set in a reader order defined by a user (col 4, lines 45-57); and 
associating the positions in the ordered set of pages to the imposition plan (col 4, lines 
58-67), the layout of the individual pages in the imposition plan being arranged for 
printing on the media sheet (col 5, lines 1-15). 

Shively does not specifically teach the imposition plan defining a layout of pages 
for one or more print sheet, the layout specifying a plurality of page locations on the 
print sheets. 
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Buis discloses a method and a document presentation system that includes the 
imposition plan defining a layout of pages for one or more print sheet, the layout 
specifying a plurality of page locations on the print sheets (col 8, line 8 - col 11, line 67). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have modified Shively to include the imposition plan defining a layout 
of pages for one or more print sheet, the layout specifying a plurality of page locations 
on the print sheets as taught by Buis. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to have modified Shively by the teaching of 
Buis to determine which layout of the pages will fit into a logical page as taught by Buis 
in col 8, line 8 - col 11, line 67. 

With regard to claim 2, Shively also discloses wherein the. imposition plan has the 
same number of page positions as the number of positions in the ordered set (col 7, 
line 66 -col 8, line 61). 

With regard to claim 3, Shively also discloses including creating multiple 
imposition description files, creating multiple different imposition plans based on the 
multiple imposition description files, and associating the positions in the ordered set of 
pages to the multiple imposition plans (col 7, line 66 - col 8, line 61). 

With regard to claim 4, Shively also discloses including creating multiple ordered 
sets each having multiple positions, assigning individual pages to positions of the 
ordered sets, respectively, each in a reader order defined by a user (col 4, lines 45-57), 
and associating the positions in the ordered sets to the imposition plan (col 7, line 66 - 
col 8, line 61). 
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With regard to claim 5, Shively discloses a computer system (system 1 0) 
including computer readable memory (memory in computer system 18 or any other 
suitable medium; col 4, lines 1-3); having an imposition description file stored therein 
(col 4, lines 1-7), the imposition description file containing the individual pages of a 
document (col 3, line 66 - col 4, line 1 ) and an imposition for the individual pages to 
enable printing of the individual pages on media sheets (col 4, lines 45-57), and a 
computer readable medium having computer executable instructions for formatting a 
document of the individual pages in preparation for printing the individual pages (col 4, 
lines 1-7), the computer executable instructions performing the steps comprising: 
creating an imposition plan based on the imposition description file (col 7, line 66 - col 
8, line 61 ); creating a pageset comprising an ordered set having multiple positions (col 
7, line 66 - col 8, line 61 ); assigning the individual pages to the positions of the pageset 
in a reader order defined by a user (col 4, lines 45-57); and associating the positions in 
the pageset with the imposition plan (col 7, line 66 - col 8, line 61). 

Shively does not specifically teach the imposition plan defining a layout of pages 
for one or more print sheet, the layout specifying a plurality of page locations on the 
print sheets. 

Buis discloses a method and a document presentation system that includes the 
imposition plan defining a layout of pages for one or more print sheet, the layout 
specifying a plurality of page locations on the print sheets (col 8, line 8 - col 1 1 , line 67). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have modified Shively to include the imposition plan defining a layout 
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of pages for one or more print sheet, the layout specifying a plurality of page locations 
on the print sheets as taught by Buis. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to have modified Shively by the teaching of 
Buis to determine which layout of the pages will fit into a logical page as taught by Buis 
in col 8, line 8 - col 11, line 67. 

With regard to claim 6, Shively also discloses in which the computer 
executable instructions perform the step of associating multiple pagesets with the 
imposition plan (col 7, line 66 - col 8, line 61 ). 

With regard to claim 7, Shively also discloses in which the computer executable 
instructions perform the step of associating multiple imposition plans based on multiple 
imposition description files with a pageset (col 7, line 66 - col 8, line 61). 

With regard to claim 8, Shively also discloses which the computer executable 
instructions perform the step of associating multiple imposition plans based on multiple 
imposition description files with multiple pagesets (col 7, line 66 - col 8, line 61). 

With regard to claim 9, Shively discloses a method for formatting a document 
having individual pages in preparation for printing the individual pages, on a media 
sheet (col 3, line 66 - col 4, line 1), the method comprising: using a software object to 
represent an imposition plan based on an imposition description file (col 7, line 66 - col 
8, line 61); using another software object to represent an ordered set having multiple 
positions corresponding to the pages of the document (col 7, line 66 - col 8, line 61 ); 
associating the individual pages of the document to positions of the ordered set in a 
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reader order defined by a user (col 4, lines 45-57); and associating the positions in the 
ordered set of pages to the imposition plan (col 7, line 66 - col 8, line 61 ). 

Shively does not specifically teach the imposition plan defining a layout of pages 
for one or more print sheet, the layout specifying a plurality of page locations on the 
print sheets. 

Buis discloses a method and a document presentation system that includes the 
imposition plan defining a layout of pages for one or more print sheet, the layout 
specifying a plurality of page locations on the print sheets (col 8, line 8 - col 11, line 67). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have modified Shively to include the imposition plan defining a layout 
of pages for one or more print sheet, the layout specifying a plurality of page locations 
on the print sheets as taught by Buis. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to have modified Shively by the teaching of 
Buis to determine which layout of the pages will fit into a logical page as taught by Buis 
in col 8, line 8 - col 1 1 , line 67. 

With regard to claim 10, Shively discloses a computer system (system 10) 
including computer readable memory (memory in computer system 18 or any other 
suitable medium; col 4, lines 1-3); having an imposition description file stored therein 
(col 4, lines 1-7), said file including the pages of a document (col 4, lines 1-7), a reader 
order for the pages (col 4, lines 1-7) and an imposition for formatting the document in 
preparation for printing the individual pages on a media sheet (col 4, lines 45-48), and 
computer software residing in computer memory including: one software object 
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representing an imposition plan based on the imposition description file (col 7, line 66 - 
col 8, line 61); one software object representing an ordered set having multiple positions 
(col 7, line 66 - col 8, line 61 ); computer executable instructions for assigning the 
individual pages of the document to the positions of the ordered set (col 4, lines 45-57); 
and computer executable instructions for associating the positions in the ordered set to 
the imposition plan (col 7, line 66 - col 8, line 61), the layout of the individual pages in 
the imposition plan being arranged for printing on the media sheet (col 5, lines 1-15). 

Shively does not specifically teach the imposition plan defining a layout of pages 
for one or more print sheet, the layout specifying a plurality of page locations on the 
print sheets. 

Buis discloses a method and a document presentation system that includes the 
imposition plan defining a layout of pages for one or more print sheet, the layout 
specifying a plurality of page locations on the print sheets (col 8, line 8 - col 11, line 67). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have modified Shively to include the imposition plan defining a layout 
of pages for one or more print sheet, the layout specifying a plurality of page locations 
on the print sheets as taught by Buis. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to have modified Shively by the teaching of 
Buis to determine which layout of the pages will fit into a logical page as taught by Buis 
in col 8, line 8 - col 11, line 67. 
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Response to Arguments 



2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-10 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Twyler M. Lamb whose telephone number is 703-308- 
8823. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Thurs 6:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L Coles can be reached on 703-305-4712. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). I\a / 



Twyler M. Lamb 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2622 




